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Meeting Minutes 
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Douglas Henry State Museum Commission (DHSMC, The Commission): Chairman Steve 
McDaniel (Deputy Speaker, TN State House Representative), Vice Chair Nancy De Friece, 
Harbert Alexander, Victor Ashe, Pete Claussen, Speaker Beth Harwell, Senator Douglas Henry 
(phone), Walter Knestrick, Deanie Parker, Representative Charles Sargent, Thomas S. Smith, 
Laura Travis, Ex-officio: Lois Riggins-Ezzell, Tennessee State Museum Executive Director; 
Robert Buchanan, Tennessee Historical Society Chairman 
 
Tennessee State Museum Staff: Mary Jane Crockett-Green, Sharon Dennis, Paulette Fox 
(phone), Leigh Hendry (phone), Dan Justice, Dan Pomeroy, Nancy Russell (phone), Mary 
Skinner (phone), Lori Thurston-Smith (phone) 
 
Guests:  
Attorney General’s (AG) Office: Kathryn Baker, Assistant A.G.; Mary Ferrara, Assistant A.G.  
Media Representatives: Richard Locker (The Commercial Appeal)    
New Museum Fundraising Team: Mark Cate, Fundraising Project Coordinator (phone) 
Tennessee Historical Society: Anne Toplovich, Executive Director 
Tennessee State Museum Foundation: (TSMF, The Foundation): Robert Thomas, Chairman 
(phone) 
TSM Fiscal Assistance: Nancy Townsend, Tennessee Commission on Children & Youth 
TSM Supporter: Peggy Jalenak  
 
Absent: All members present 
 
Welcome and Introduction: Chairman Steve McDaniel called the meeting of the Douglas 
Henry State Museum Commission (DHSMC) to order on Monday, October 5, 2015, at 10:17 
a.m. at the National Civil Rights Museum (NCRM) in Memphis, Tennessee, with a quorum. 
Welcoming all DHSMC members and guests to the meeting, Chairman McDaniel thanked the 
NCRM for hosting the DHSMC’s Memphis meeting and introduced National Civil Rights 
Museum President Terry Lee Freeman.  
 
Ms. Freeman greeted the DHSMC members and encouraged the Commission members to tour 
the NCRM following the meeting, especially those who have not visited the museum since its 
April 2014 renovation. Chairman McDaniel also recognized DHSMC member Deanie Parker for 
organizing the Sunday evening reception at the Stax Museum and the food and entertainment 
provided by the Stax Academy students. After roll call, the following business was discussed: 
 
New Museum Report: Chairman McDaniel recognized the New Museum Fundraising Project 
Coordinator Mark Cate and Tennessee State Museum Foundation (TSMF) Chairman Bob 
Thomas to present a status report about the new museum project. Mr. Cate opened the report by 
stating that much had been accomplished since the last meeting, and added that the timeline for 
completion of the new museum is very aggressive considering the magnitude of the project. He 
complimented all State entities for their role in assisting with the project’s progress, including 
the Department of General Services (DGS), the State Architect’s Office, and the TSM staff. 
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All DHSMC members received a copy of the Tennessee State Museum Project: Progress Report 
September [2015], which outlined completed benchmarks and approaching deadlines for 
immediate targets. The State has contracted two consultants to-date:  

 
o Project Manager: Compass Partners, LLC   

Due to the size and scope of the museum project, this is the first time the State has 
contracted a third-party Project Manager. The State is confident in Compass 
Partners’ ability to manage the new museum project. The Nashville-based firm 
has significant experience with major projects and museums.   

 
o Architect Firms: EOA Architects and HGA Architects and Engineers (Minnesota)  

Local architecture firm, EOA Architects, paired with Minnesota-based 
architecture firm, HGA Architects and Engineers to develop their proposal for the 
new museum. HGA has significant experience in designing museums, while EOA 
has designed several large-scale Nashville-based projects. The State was 
impressed with the proposal package which reflected a cohesive team. 

 
There have been two design charrettes with a third planned in early November. These meetings 
have included museum staff and are intended to finalize the concept for the new museum, 
serving as the basis for the various phases of design beginning with schematics.  
 
The New Museum Steering Committee has also had two meetings to-date. The Steering 
Committee includes: Governor Bill Haslam, DHSMC Chairman McDaniel, DHSMC member 
and former Governor’s New Museum Task Force Chairman Thomas S. Smith, TSMF Chairman 
Bob Thomas, Tennessee House Speaker Beth Harwell, State Architect Peter Heimbach, DGS 
Commissioner Bob Oglesby, and TSM Executive Director Lois Riggins-Ezzell. 
 
Plans for the next couple of months involve the following:  
 

• Procurements:  
 
o The State will contract the Construction Manager by mid-October. The two 

finalists from the short-list are Turner and Skanska; 
 
o The State plans to contract the Exhibit Designer by the end of October. There 

are currently five firms on the short-list; 
 
o The State hopes to execute the contract with the Exhibit Fabricator by the 

first week of December. Fabricators specialize in the construction of the 
exhibit design. Proposals are due on November 4th with plans to interview 
firms selected for the short list in mid-November. 
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• Meetings: 
 

o Mid-October: Steering Committee meets to provide feedback on current plans 
developed from the two previous design charrettes. 

 
o November 2nd: The third and final design charrette is scheduled to form the 

basis of the vision for the new museum facility.  
 
o November 12th: Steering Committee meets to approve the design concepts.  

 
After the design concept is approved, the project team will have a vision for the building design; 
the shape and scope of the layout for the building on the site; and the program plan for the 
facility. The exhibit designer will help complete the plan. 
 
Mr. Cate went on to provide an update on capital campaign fundraising plans. Current focus is 
on recruiting the Leadership Team by November. Governor Haslam is in the process of 
finalizing the Leadership Team prospects to meet the schedule for soliciting top prospects and 
other major donors at the beginning of the first quarter of 2016. Mr. Cate added that it will likely 
be January or February before any renderings or elevations are completed. The fundraising team 
is also in the process of planning capital campaign materials, including a website.     
 
Mr. Cate stated that the compressed time frame for the new museum capital campaign will 
require donor commitments to be fulfilled within three years, beginning in 2016 and completed 
by 2018. Most capital campaigns have a five year or more payment schedule for pledges. The 
schedule will be developed to ensure that the cash flow is available as needed throughout the 
remainder of the project.  
 
Mr. Cate and TSMF Chairman Bob Thomas, noting that he was satisfied with Mr. Cate’s 
summary of the fundraising plan to-date, concluded the report and offered to entertain questions 
from the Commission.  Questions from DHSMC members covered issues related to project 
consultants; the project timeline and budget; and, space allocations and program plans for the 
new museum building.  

 
There being no further questions, Chairman McDaniel thanked Mr. Cate and TSMF Chairman 
Thomas for their report. Chairman McDaniel noted that the next Commission meeting is 
scheduled for January 11, 2016. The new museum report will likely include the site plans and the 
basic program plans, which should offer a general idea of the lay-out for the exhibition spaces. 
Some visuals might also be available. Senator Henry also requested that Mr. Cate report to the 
THS Chairman about the status of the provisions for the THS offices once determined and its 
status should also be included in the January 2016 New Museum report.  
 
New Commissioner Introductions: Chairman McDaniel thanked all Commissioners for their 
attendance and welcomed new Museum Commission appointees Pete Claussen and Laura Travis 
to their first meeting. Mr. Claussen, President of Knoxville Locomotive Works, has served on 
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three boards of the Smithsonian Institution, including the Portrait Gallery Commission, the 
National Smithsonian Board, and Chairman of the National Museum of American History.  Ms. 
Travis is a joint appointment of Speaker Harwell and Lieutenant Governor Ramsey.  Ms. Travis, 
who is the wife of Representative Ron Travis, is from Dayton, Tennessee. An Associate Agent 
for Nationwide affiliate, the Ron Travis Agency, Ms. Travis is passionate about the museum and 
the work that it does for the students in her area. Chairman McDaniel also introduced other new 
DHSMC appointments whose Commission terms began in July. Chairman McDaniel noted that 
there is still one vacant East Tennessee appointment.  
 
Approval of the Minutes: Chairman McDaniel opened the floor for DHSMC members to 
discuss and vote on the approval of minutes of the July 13, 2015 Commission meeting. Mr. Ashe 
made a motion to approve the minutes; Deanie Parker seconded.  Mr. Ashe asked that the July 
minutes reflect that he had asked Mr. Cate that fundraising and donors be disclosed and 
transparent as possible. There being no further discussion, the Commission voted and approved 
the July 13th meeting minutes with the revision recommended by Mr. Ashe. 
 
Code of Conduct Forms: Chairman McDaniel reminded all Commission members to submit 
their Code of Conduct forms, which is an annual requirement of the State.  
 
Open Meetings Act: Assistant Attorney General Mary Ferrara presented the report with the 
purpose of informing Commission members about the Open Meetings Act and its regulatory 
standards, which was noted in the Audit Report. A current updated copy of the statute is included 
in the Commission’s agenda materials. All Commission, Committee, and called special meetings 
must be open to the public, with only a few rare exceptions defined in the Constitution. Meetings 
are defined as “the convening of a governing body, of a public body for which a physical quorum 
is required, in order to make a decision or to deliberate toward a decision on any matter.” She 
clarified that meetings do not include on-site inspection of a project (including future 
construction site tours for the new museum), a chance meeting of two people of a public body, or 
a social gathering of two or more Commission members, as long as DHSMC business is not 
discussed in detail or deliberated.  
 
Chairman McDaniel opened the floor for questions and discussion. Discussion included 
clarification of the difference between discussion and deliberation, the use of electronic 
communications, and the relevance of the Sunshine law with regard to legislative roles. Assistant 
Attorney General Ferrara’s responses entailed the following:  
 

• Case law has defined the difference between discussion and deliberation. 
Commission members may meet to ask for support on a matter the DHSMC is 
going to discuss, but they cannot weigh or consider specific issues related to a 
matter of Commission business outside of a public meeting forum.   

 
• Electronic communications by phone and email may also constitute a meeting.  

Accordingly, it is a violation of the Open Meetings Act to use electronic 
communications to discuss or deliberate public business.  
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• Commission members who serve in the General Assembly may be required to 
discuss the museum as part of their legislative fiduciary responsibilities for state 
agencies. Noting that the matter would involve further research, Assistant Attorney 
General Ferrara stated that she felt that those circumstances would be exempt 
because their legislative responsibilities would supersede Commission business.  

 
• Ms. Ferrara invited Commission members to contact the Attorney General’s office 

if they have questions.  
 
Assistant Attorney General Ferrara further reported that there are limited exceptions to the Open 
Meetings Act, which includes convening an Executive Session.  Executive Session can only be 
applied to attorney-client privilege matters, and even then, is limited to discussion of pending or 
threatened litigation or controversy involving litigation.  
 
Ms. Ferrara added that the statute includes strict requirements for adequate public notice and 
special meetings which is handled by the museum staff. Any Committee Chairman who wants to 
call a meeting must contact DHSMC Museum Liaison Sharon Dennis so that meetings are posted 
and adhere to public notice regulations. Restrictions also require that any special meetings must 
only address intended business. The Commission cannot include any new business on the agenda 
for a called special meeting. She further added that there are legal remedies for violations of the 
Open Meetings Act.   
 
It was asked if the New Museum Task Force had been required to comply with the Open 
Meetings Act. Assistant Attorney General Ferrara noted that there are exceptions for special 
boards and commissions like the Task Force, when the business of the group does not involve 
action or deliberation of matters that require a vote. Mr. Smith, who chaired the New Museum 
Task Force, further clarified that all New Museum Task Force meetings were strictly 
informational as a matter of serving as a liaison body between the DHSMC and the TSMF in 
efforts to provide information to the State. He also added that the New Museum Task Force did 
not have any business that required a vote, nor was it at any time engaged in the State 
procurement process. 
 
There being no further discussion, Mr. Ashe made a motion to re-approve minutes by roll call to 
meet compliance with Open Meetings Act; Ms. Parker seconded. All votes were taken by roll 
call and reflected unanimous approval of the July 13, 2015 meeting minutes. DHSMC Chairman 
McDaniel announced that the motion carried. He then adjourned the meeting for a 10 minute 
recess.  
 
Chairman McDaniel reconvened the meeting at 11:35 a.m. and recognized Audit Committee 
Chairman Smith to present its report. 
 
Audit Committee Report: Audit Committee Chairman Smith presented a brief summary of the 
Douglas Henry State Museum Commission Audit Report covering the period of January-
December 2014 conducted by the State Comptroller’s Office. He explained that DHSMC is 
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among the newest Commission’s in state government (formally established by law in 2009) and 
that it was the DHSMC’s first audit. Audit report highlights presented by Committee Chairman 
Smith included: 
 

• Most items noted in the report were resolved immediately. Accordingly, the 
Comptroller’s Audit Team commended the DHSMC and its Chairman in its report for 
being one of the most diligent Commissions in state government.  
 

• An issue addressed throughout the report reflected that individuals within and outside the 
agency had made allegations which in most cases were proven to be untrue.  
 

• The Commission leadership and TSM staff are working to address all items, including 
those areas documented in the report with which museum management did not concur.  

 
One of the Audit Team’s observations was that the DHSMC needed a written succession plan for 
the museum’s executive leadership. DHSMC Chairman McDaniel stated that Commission 
leadership has set a planning meeting with DOHR Commissioner Hunter, scheduled for October 
27, 2015.  
 
Chairman McDaniel recognized Representative Sargent, who serves on the Commission as the 
House Finance Chairman, to provide a brief explanation of the State’s budget process. Noting 
that the State is currently operating in the 2015-16 budget year, Representative Sargent explained 
that the timeline for planning the 2016-17 budget will begin with the Governor’s budget hearings 
which are scheduled between November -December 2015. The Governor then presents his 
budget plan to the House and Senate at the State of the State address on the first Monday in 
February. The House and Senate then begin their budget hearings in February so that they may 
make their recommendations. Representative Sargent went on to explain that the museum is one 
of the few state agencies that has the flexibility to reallocate unspent funds into other budget 
categories. He also added there would be an opportunity for the House and Senate to recommend 
additional funds to the State Museum’s budget during the legislative hearing process if it is 
discovered that the museum will need some improvements. Explaining that the budget planning 
process is an annually re-occurring cycle that allows agencies to plan budget improvements for 
the subsequent fiscal year, Representative Sargent closed his summary by noting that the 
Governor is also aware that the museum will have additional needs with its growth.  
 
Chairman McDaniel then opened the floor to entertain questions and discussion about the 
Comptroller’s Audit Report. Most questions were about references in the Comptroller’s Audit 
Report to repeat findings. Ms. Crockett-Green responded that there was one repeat finding 
addressed in the Comptroller’s Audit Report that had been previously referenced in the recent 
fraud audit, which had also been conducted by the Comptroller’s Office. The museum 
administration did add steps in its reconciliation process as part of its response to the finding 
noted in the fraud audit. While the auditors for the Comptroller’s Audit tested the transactions 
according to the museum’s reconciliation process and did not find any irregularities, they still 
determined the process required further segregation of duties. TSM’s administration promptly 
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addressed the observation by assigning two museum staff who did not have involvement with the 
museum’s fiscal office or the collection department’s as part of the receiving process, which 
satisfied the auditors concerns.  
 
There being no further discussion, Audit Committee Chair Smith observed that the Commission 
members might have further questions in January after they had more time to review the Audit 
Report.   
 
Collections Strategic Plan Report: DHSMC Chairman McDaniel recognized Collections 
Acquisitions Committee (CAC) Chair Parker to present the report about the Collections Strategic 
Plan. Noting that the committee shared the excitement of the new museum, CAC Chair Parker 
stated that a copy of the proposed strategic plan was included in the Commission’s agenda 
materials for members’ review and approval. The Committee’s recommendation, as reflected in 
the proposed plan, is to allow the TSM collections staff some flexibility in its role to identify and 
acquire key artifacts and themes in interpreting Tennessee history, art, and culture that are 
currently missing from the collection. The recommended collections strategic plan allows the 
CAC to participate in the process while allowing staff to exercise judgement. She closed the 
report by stating that the CAC was confident with its recommended plan and presented it to the 
Commission for review and approval.  
 
In order to open discussion about the proposed Collections Strategic Plan, Mr. Smith made a 
motion to accept it; DHSMC vice Chair Nancy De Friece seconded. Mr. Buchanan 
recommended an addition to the Scope of the Collection Section, requesting the addition of “and 
aspirations” after the word “struggles” in the third paragraph. Ms. Parker noted that the 
Commission discussion reflected no objection to the addition. Other Commission suggestions 
included a recommendation from Mr. Buchanan to depict growth in formal education institutions 
in Tennessee pending guidance from Director of Collections Dan Pomeroy.  Mr. Pomeroy noted 
that the history of education in Tennessee was represented in the collections inventory. As the 
list of objects and themes noted in the strategic plan is for areas that the collection does not 
presently address, Mr. Buchanan withdrew his second recommendation. Discussion also 
included a recommendation by Mr. Ashe to include the evolution of the two-party system in 
Tennessee in the section of objects listed under “1946 to present” after “changing roles of 
women.” After further discussion, Mr. Smith suggested re-phrasing the addition as “changing 
political environment in Tennessee” to accommodate other comments.  
 
As there was no further discussion, Vice Chair De Friece made a motion to approved Mr. 
Buchanan’s recommendation to approve the pairing of “struggles and aspirations” in the 
proposed Collections Strategic Plan; Ms. Parker seconded. Chairman McDaniel proceeded with a 
roll call vote and the motion was approved unanimously. Mr. Smith made the motion for the 
addition of “changing political environment in Tennessee” to the proposed list of objects. After 
Senator Henry noted that the theme was technically addressed in other collection categories and 
through other historical events and themes, Mr. Smith withdrew the motion and moved for 
adoption of the Collections Strategic Plan as amended; Mr. Knestrick seconded. Chairman 
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McDaniel proceeded with a roll call vote and the Commission unanimously approved the 
Collections Strategic Plan. 
 
There being no further discussion, DHSMC Chairman McDaniel closed the report on the 
Collections Strategic Plan and recognized Commissioner Knestrick, who recused himself from 
the meeting to allow for full discussion of the promised gift agreement. The Chairman then 
recognized Assistant Attorney General to present the report. 
 
Promised Gift Agreement Update: Assistant Attorney General Ferrara announced that the final 
contract for Mr. Knestrick’s promised gift had been approved by all parties. The contract, which 
protects the State of Tennessee and the Tennessee State Museum, describes the definitive gift of 
the Red Grooms collection. The Assistant Attorney General added that a list of all items and 
values must be prepared and attached before the contract can be executed. She further noted the 
State Museum did have some written agreements with Mr. Knestrick prior to the one currently in 
place. While the recent media coverage regarding the promised gift did not reflect that, the 
Assistant Attorney General went on to state that the current contract is more detailed and 
replaces the prior contract. It is an enforceable contract with additional terms reflecting that it is 
an unconditional gift on permanent loan to the TSM, granting full possession, use, and control of 
the loaned items for benefit of museum.  
 
During discussion, it was clarified that:   
 

• The contract met Mr. Knestrick’ s compliance with IRS obligations and requirements;  
 

• The museum had benefitted financially from touring the collection;  
 

• Mr. Knestrick will donate some pieces from the promised loan inventory to the State 
Museum on a continuous basis;  
 

• All works in the agreement will eventually be gifted to the museum by bequest of Mr. 
and Mrs. Knestrick.  

 
Mr. Ashe recognized that Mr. Knestrick was a generous philanthropist and that the previous 
promised loan agreement had occurred prior to the DHSMC’s creation. However, he further 
stated that the Commission should be involved with the consideration and agreement to accept 
future large offerings to the museum. Three Commissioners disagreed that the Commission 
should be involved with collections considerations. The Assistant Attorney General responded 
that the Executive Director has the legal authority via statute to solely accept gifts on behalf of 
the museum. Noting that the TSM Collections Policy and Procedures guidelines include the 
Commission’s involvement, Assistant Attorney General Ferrara stated that the museum’s policy 
is a guideline; however, the statue provides that the Executive Director has the authority to solely 
accept gifts on behalf of the museum.  
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There being no further discussion, the Assistant Attorney General recapitulated that the promised 
loan contract did not require Commission action. The contract protects the interests of the State 
and the State Museum. It will be ready for signatures once the exhibit attachment of inventory 
included in the gift is completed. 
 
After Mr. Knestrick returned to the meeting, he was applauded by the full commission and 
formally thanked by CAC Chair Parker for his generosity. AFC Chair Smith stated the press and 
television coverage’s next story should be about this significant collection of art gifted to the 
State of Tennessee.  
 
Collections Department Report: DHSMC Chairman McDaniel asked that the Commission 
review the Acquisitions Report included in the agenda materials in lieu of the Collections 
Department Report as a means of expediting the meeting.  
 
Budget Report: TSM Deputy Director Mary Jane Crockett-Green opened the Budget Report by 
stating that the museum’s fiscal year-end budget closed on June 30, 2015 with $41,100 in 
unexpended returned to the State’s general fund. These monies were primarily comprised of 
employee salaries and benefits for two employees who accepted the State’s voluntary buy-out 
offer.  
 
She reported that the TSM staff has been working with the Audit Committee and DHSMC 
Chairmen to prepare the museum’s new budget request for 2016-17, which is due to Finance and 
Administration (F&A) on October 1, 2015.  The State Museum followed F&A’s budget 
instructions to all agencies, which included not requesting improvements and to identify a 3.5% 
permanent reduction in its appropriation. Accordingly, the State Museum prepared a reduced 
budget which cut $133,200 from its current budget the following categories: third-party 
professional services (conservation), travel, and payments to third-party contractors, including 
other state agencies.    
 
Ms. Crockett-Green added that the museum’s budget also includes reserve funds totaling 
$87,754 which it receives through donation boxes, although F&A’s authorization is required in 
order to expend funds from that account.  
 
Ms. Crockett-Green closed the report by noting the Commission’s agenda materials included a 
copy of the current budget expense report for the first quarter of the current fiscal year. TSM 
does not foresee problems in meeting its budget for the current fiscal year, which includes the 
two staff positions which have been frozen for a year following the buy-out. There being no 
discussion or questions, DHSMC Chairman McDaniel closed the report.  
 
Executive Director’s Report: Ms. Riggins-Ezzell also thanked Ms. Parker for planning the 
prior evening’s reception and congratulated and thanked Mr. Knestrick for the completion of his 
contract regarding the generous gift from his collection.  
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Ms. Riggins-Ezzell reported that the excitement for the new museum continues with the recent 
procurements made by the Building Commission, including GOA of Minnesota which has built 
the Minnesota State Museum and dozens of other museums and cultural institutions across the 
United States. She also reported that as the Project Manager, Compass, will also oversee the 
contract with Lord Cultural Resources, which is one of the world’s largest museum planning and 
implementation companies. Past Lord Cultural Resources projects include the World Trade 
Center Memorial in New York, the Museum of Civilization in Hong Kong, along with other 
numerous museums and cultural centers. Ms. Riggins-Ezzell noted that the museum planners 
will be making recommendations to the Building Commission and noted that Lord Cultural 
Resources was currently researching museum salary packages and patterns for comparisons with 
other museums.  
 
Ms. Riggins-Ezzell announced that four exhibitions are scheduled for display from October 29, 
2015 through May 15, 2016: Ancestors, Ingram, Cagle, and Modernist Paintings. She noted that 
the extended display period will allow the curatorial staff time to focus on the new museum 
under Mr. Pomeroy’s supervision. The collections staff has begun preparing packages for Lord 
Cultural Resources to review. Ms. Riggins-Ezzell added that the TSM also recently closed its D-
Day exhibition, which had been on display for several months at the State Museum’s Military 
History Branch. She reported that the Museum Foundation co-hosted a joint fundraising gala and 
concert with the Fort Campbell Museum. The Foundation will use its portion of the event 
proceeds to acquire and conserve artifacts for the museum’s military collections.     
 
Ms. Riggins-Ezzell closed her report by noting that the museum anticipates serving the school 
groups in the current academic year with tours and traveling trunks. She noted that the TSM had 
reduced its traveling exhibitions schedule to allow for more attention to be given to the new 
museum. She noted that the museum primarily strives to maintain excellence in daily serving the 
citizens of Tennessee. There being no questions or discussion, the DHSMC Chairman closed the 
Executive Director’s Report.  
 
New Business: Under new business Chairman McDaniel recognized Peggy Jalenak, a former 
Arts Commissioner who had requested permission to address the DHSMC. Ms. Jalenak thanked 
the Commission and welcomed the members to Memphis, explaining that she had served the 
State Museum for more than 40 years as member of the Tennessee Arts Commission and a board 
member on the Tennessee State Museum Foundation. She offered comments in support of Ms. 
Riggins-Ezzell and her museum leadership.  
 
Old Business: Assistant Attorney General Ferrara was recognized by the DHSMC Chair to 
provide an update on the criminal prosecution of a former state employee. She clarified for the 
record, neither she nor Kathryn Baker were involved in the Attorney General’s criminal division 
or in the prosecution. A hearing was scheduled on October 1, 2015, when the State notified the 
former employee’s counsel of their intention to seek enhanced punishment based on prior record. 
The next court date is scheduled for November 6, 2015. If the former employee does not enter a 
plea, the trial is anticipated to be scheduled in spring or summer 2016. Although a bail was 
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posted, the former employee remains in custody and is represented by an appointed criminal 
attorney.   
 
Ms. Ferrara then stated the Attorney General’s office had been asked for guidance with regard to 
seeking reimbursement from a third party vendor involved in the hiring of the former employee.  
After having investigated the matter, the Assistant Attorney General requested that the 
Commission meet in Executive Session citing legal controversy as the basis for its exception to 
the Open Meetings Act. The DHSMC Chairman called the meeting into Executive Session, 
requiring all non-Commission members to retire from the meeting.  
 
Immediately following the Executive Session, the DHSMC Chairman McDaniel reconvened the 
meeting as a public Commission meeting. He recognized Assistant Attorney General Ferrara to 
lead discussion. Commissioner Knestrick made a motion that the legal team negotiate the best 
offer as the DHSMC’s legal counsel with the third-party vendor and return to the Commission 
with the best number; Commissioner Ashe seconded. Commissioner Smith asked to amend the 
motion to state that the DHSMC empowers the Attorney General’s office to negotiate with the 
third-party vendor until it reaches settlement for highest amount achieved per its discretion and 
advise the Commission of its decision with no further action required by the Commission. 
Commissioners Knestrick and Ashe seconded the motion for the amendment.   
 
Prior to the vote, Chairman McDaniel noted for the record that a roll call vote was no longer 
necessary because there were no DHSMC members attending by phone. The DHSMC Chairman 
then called the Commission to vote on the amendment and all members unanimously voted to 
approve the amendment to the motion. Commissioner Ashe commended Mr. Smith for his 
original recommendation concerning the matter and voiced his disappointment with the third 
party vendor’s proposed initial settlement amount in light of its responsibility to the taxpayer’s of 
Tennessee. Chairman McDaniel then called the motion as amended and all members voted and 
unanimously approved the motion as amended.  
 
Adjournment: Prior to adjournment, Mr. Pomeroy announced that the museum’s War of 1812 
touring exhibition was on display in Collierville. As there was no further discussion, 
Commissioner Smith asked that the meeting be adjourned. There being no objection, Chairman 
McDaniel adjourned the meeting at 1:04 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
Deputy Speaker Steve K. McDaniel 
Chairman Douglas Henry State Museum Commission 
Approved July 13, 2015 
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